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Kurdistan number about 100,000. The Armenians are
now so decimated that it would be difficult to estimate the
numbers of the Gregorians or the Armenian Catholics,
but if the fugitives are restored they will probably form
the most considerable body of Christians in the Empire.

The Jews are distributed widely through the Empire,
residing chiefly in the towns, engaged largely in trade
but many also being craftsmen. In Palestine they have
recently established agricultural colonies aided by their
brethren in Europe and America. These are not subjects
of the Empire, but those in other parts generally owe
allegiance to the Sultan. The number of these it is diffi-
cult to estimate but they cannot be more than half a mil-
lion and probably much less. They have their own ecclesi-
astical organizations, recognized by the government like
those of the Christian sects. It is only in Palestine that
they have any political significance where the Zionist
movement aims at a reoccupation of the country by its
ancient inhabitants. This prospect would have to be
considered in any reorganization of the Empire.

This outline of the religious conditions in the Empire
reveals the complexity of the question and the difficulty
of dealing with it from a political point of view. This
difficulty does not lie in the great number of sects; a
greater number can be found in America; but in the age-
long antagonisms under which they have existed, and
their lack of cohesion in any political sense. The po-
litical life of the non-Moslem population, so far as it
has had any, has been circumscribed by the sect to which
the individuals belong; they have had no part in the po-
litical life of the Empire. To a large extent this has been
true of the heretical sects among the Moslems and to
some degree among the Arab Moslems. Hence the people
have never been accustomed to act together in political
matters and it would be difficult to bring them to do so.
There was great hope at the time of the revolution in